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October 13, 1899 1746 

Reports from Matanzas, Cardenas, Isabela de Sagua, and Caibarien. 

Matanzas, Cuba, September 27, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the quaran- 
tine district under my command for the week ended September 23, 1899 : 

Matanzas. — There were 22 deaths recorded in this city, indicating a 
death-rate of 28.69 per thousand. The principal causes of death were 
as follows : Malaria, 4 ; enteritis, 3 ; tuberculosis, 3 ; heart disease, 3 ; 
influenza, 1 ; bronchitis, acute, 1 ; meningitis, acute, 1 ; pernicious 
anaemia, 1; other causes, 5. The following diseases of an infectious 
character were reported : Typhoid fever, 1 ; dysentery, 1 ; infectious 
fever, 1. 

Thirty-one vessels were inspected on arrival, of which number 4 were 
foreign and 27 were coasting vessels. Three bills of health were issued 
to foreign vessels and 23 inspection certificates to coasting vessels. 
Seventy-six personal certificates of health were issued, 9 of which were 
for persons leaving the island via Havana. 

The Norwegian steamship Songa was disinfected on the 18th and 19th, 
and was discharged the morning of the 20th, bound for Mobile. 

Pour companies of the Tenth United States Infanty were embarked 
on the 20th instant for New York, aboard the U. S. transport MePherson, 
all the baggage having been previously disinfected. 

While the mortality for the week, as above mentioned, shows an 
increase over the previous week, it is nevertheless lower than the aver- 
age. The health and sanitary condition of the city continue excellent, 
even though the weather is oppressively warm and the rains have 
become more frequent. 

Cardenas. — Nine deaths were reported during the week. The prin- 
cipal causes being tuberculosis, 4, and accidental traumatic lesions, 2. 
The general sanitary condition of the city is considered as exceptionally 
good. Twenty- one vessels were inspected, 4 of the number being 
foreign vessels and 17 coasting vessels. Four bills of health were 
issued to foreign vessels. 

Isabela de Sagua. — Fifteen vessels were inspected, 4 of which number 
were foreign and the remainder coasting vessels. Five bills of health 
were issued to foreign vessels and 13 inspection certificates to coasting 
vessels. Eleven deaths were recorded in the municipal district of 
Sagua la Grande during the week, 4 of which were due to pulmonary 
tuberculosis. Three cases of measles were reported. It is evident that 
the epidemic of this disease is nearing its termination. 

Caibarien.— Eight deaths are reported for the week, 1 being from 
infectious fever and 1 from malaria. Six vessels were inspected on 
arrival, and the same number on departure. One foreign bill of health 
was issued, and 5 inspection certificates to coasting vessels. The gen- 
eral sanitary condition of the city is reported as excellent. 

Eespectfully, yours, " G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., In Command. 

The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine Hospital Service. 

Matanzas, Cuba, October S, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following sanitary report of the 
quarantine district under my command for the week ended September 
30, 1899 : 

Matanzas — Twenty deaths occurred in the city of Matanzas during 
the period covered by this report, showiug a mortality of 26.03 per 
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thousand. This is a slight decrease from the week previous, and an 
excellent showing for the last week in the month of September, which 
has heretofore been considered here as one of the most unhealthy 
periods of the year. The principal causes of death were as follows : 
Enteritis, 5; malaria, 4; tuberculosis, 2; tetanus neonatorum, 2; ty- 
phoid fever, 1 ; infectious fever, 1 ; puerperal fever, 1 ; other causes, 4. 
The following cases of an infectious character were reported : Infec- 
tious fever, 3; typhoid fever, 1; diphtheria, 1. 

Twenty seven vessels were inspected on arrival; 4 of these were 
foreign and 23 coasting vessels. Six bills of health were issued to- 
foreign vessels and 22 certificates of inspection to coasting vessels. 
Three pieces of baggage were disinfected, and 4 inspected and passed. 
On September 26, 2 seamen were taken ill aboard the American schooner 
John Paul about to clear for New York with a cargo of scrap iron. The 
John Paul arrived at this port on September 4, from Havana, where she 
shipped 2 men, who were the ones taken ill, as above stated. The men 
were first seen on the morning of September 27, when they were found 
suffering from acute febrile symptoms, nausea, vomiting, and epigrastic 
tenderness. On the following day these symptoms persisting, with the 
addition of albuminuria in one of the cases, the symptoms were con- 
sidered sufficiently suspicious to warrant the removal of the men to the 
lazaretto and the immediate disinfection of the vessel. This was done, 
and the vessel was given free pratique, and sailed for her destination on 
October 1. After several days of close observation it was determined 
that the cases were not yellow i< ver. 

Cardenas. — Act. Asst. Surg. Enrique Saez reports 12 deaths in Car- 
denas during the week, all from general diseases. No cases of a partic- 
ularly infectious or contagious character were reported. Eight coasting 
and 4 foreign vessels were inspected and 3 bills of health issued. 

Isabela de Sagua. — Twelve coasting and 5 foreign vessels were inspected 
and passed. Pour bills of health were issued to foreign vessels and 11 
inspection certificates to coasting vessels. Fifteen deaths occurred in 
the municipal district of Sagua la Grande during the week, all from 
general diseases. Two cases of measles were reported. 

Caibarien. — Two foreign and 7 coasting vessels were inspected on 
arrival. Two foreign bills of health were issued and 7 inspection cer- 
tificates to coasting vessels. Act. Asst. Surg. Bernardo Escobar reports 
the sanitary condition of Caibarien and vicinity as excellent. But 3 
deaths occurred during the week, and no cases of an infectious or con- 
tagious character were reported. 

Bespectfully, yours, G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Case of yettow fever at Matanzas. 

Matanzas, Cuba, October S, 1899. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that a case of yellow fever has 
developed in the barracks of the Tenth Infantry in this city. Prom 
the history of the case, it would appear that the disease was contracted 
in the barracks itself. The patient has been isolated and the barracks 
disinfected with the assistance of the autoclaves belonging to this office. 
Bespectfully, yours, G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. M. S. 
The Surgeon-General, U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. - 



